
 
 

     
 The description of the kinsman-redeemer appears in Lev 25, under the category of the year of Jubilee, the 
fiftieth year in which liberty was attained by the cancellation of all debts; the return of inheritance to its original owners; 
and the redemption of slaves whose ransom would have been paid in full, to their original clans.  Its principle is played 
out in the book of Ruth in which the distressed Naomi determines to sell the land belonging to her dead husband, 
Elimelech, in order to obtain money for her survival.  Upon learning that along with redeeming the land comes the 
obligation to fulfill the levirate regulation of marrying the dead man’s relative (Ruth), so as to maintain his family line, 
Naomi’s unnamed closest relative changes his mind and defers to the next relative in line for redemption, Boaz.  He is the 
faithful kinsman-redeemer who is able and willing to fulfill his obligations.  In so doing, he redeems the land belonging to 
Elimelech by purchasing it from Naomi. In addition, he preserves Elimelech’s line by marrying Ruth, who subsequently 
gives birth to a son, Obed, another kinsman-redeemer of whom the women sing to Naomi at the city gate: “.. "Blessed be 
the LORD, who has not left you this day without a redeemer, and may his name be renowned in Israel!  He shall be to 
you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age, for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than 
seven sons, has given birth to him."”  Ruth 4:14-15.  This Obed is the grandfather of David, the prototypical Messianic 
King from whose line comes the Lord Jesus Christ, the Messiah and Redeemer. 
 Two major Old Testament words are used to describe the principle of redemption.  The first, to redeem, means 
to deliver or to buy back and the second, to ransom, which means setting free by paying a price.  Both of these words 
are used in the primary redemptive event in the Old Testament, the Exodus and are employed by Jeremiah: “For the 
LORD has ransomed Jacob and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.”  Jer 31:11.   
 In the Exodus and throughout the Old Testament, Yahweh is presented as Israel’s ultimate kinsman-redeemer.  
He displays his covenant love, chesed, for his people by redeeming them from Egyptian captivity and by delivering them 
into the possession of their inheritance, the Promised Land, which he freely gives them.  As kinsman-redeemer of Israel, 
his faithful commitment to them is based on his covenant with Abraham, Ex 6:2-8; Dt 7:7-10.  He has an intimate kinship 
with Israel for he is their Father and Redeemer, Isa 63:16, as well as their maker, husband and Redeemer, 54:5.  This 
kinsman-redeemer maintains his intimacy with his people by constituting them as his unique, precious possession, Ex 
19:5, and by dwelling dealing with them in the promised land, 25:8.   
 As Yahweh is the personal kinsman-redeemer of his people in the Old Testament, likewise is Christ portrayed 
in the New.   Although being essentially equal with God as “the radiance of his glory and the exact imprint of his nature;” 
in his work of creation; in his atoning sacrifice for sin and session at God’s right hand, Heb 1:1-3; in his superiority to the 
angels, 1:4-2:18, and so on, comes to redeem man and not angels.  He therefore partakes of the very flesh and blood that is 
common to all men so that through his death, he will defeat Satan and deliver those that are under the satanic bondage of 
fear to death.  “Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and 
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For because he himself has 
suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.”  2:14-18.   
 Paul unites the elements of kinsman and Redeemer in Gal 4:4–5: “But when the fullness of the time had come, 
God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption as sons.” The Son of God partakes of genuine humanity in all respects, except sin, and comes to save 
man.  This kinsman-redeemer is the recipient of our attention, affection and adoration, at all times, especially at 
Christmas, the celebration of his First Coming.  Have a Merry Christmas.    

 


